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Royall Galley of NCaunts in 
Brittame', from the Spanyards and 
Leaguers, with the releaſement of 1 5.3. 
Galley flaues, that were in, ber : by 


Tohn Bilbrough, Prentice of Lon- 


donu, 15 9 0. 


> I tobn Bilbroughthe ſon of 
= Richard Bilbrough, Citizen 
I ><5 and Marchant Taylor of 
2 Londontoke my aduenture 
KS totheſcas, where in ſhore 
2 ſpaceafterwards1I was be- 
trayed into'the enemies 
hands by the treacherie of arenegatEngliſh, not 
worthy the name of my Countreyman; which 
villanie of his extended not to meealone , butto 
ſeaucother of my companions; amongſt-whom, 
my ſelfeand a Skot,remaining aliue, were catri- 


cd.captiuesto the-towne of New-hauen'in' Noy- 
A 3 mandie: 


@ Bout aſcaucn yeares fince,. 


2 

»andie: wherebcing condemned into the Cal- 
leyes-inthe moneth-of September, 1:58 4.-and 
there haning remained the ſpace of ſixc yeares, 
conduring exceeding milſcric , as hunger, colde, 
ſtripes,with many violent torments; bereft of all 
hope tor eucr to behoid my parents, triends,,or 
natiue comntcy againez by reaſon that hauing 
foure times in my captiuitie attempted rhe brea- 
king of my chaines,I was foure times croſt with 
contratie fortune, mypurpoſe diſconered, and 
being taken, my ſorrowtull wretchednes aggra« 
uarcd. 

Thus increafing cares with dayes,.cuery dayc 
being ſharper than che ſharpeſt ſting of death; ir 
chanced that Duke Mercurie the goucrnour of 
Naunts in Britaine cauſed the Galley Royall of 
that Citie to be rigged and victualled to the ſeas, 
with commiſsion to take all thoſe thatheld with 
theLeague,aſwell Engliſh, Scots, Flemmings as 
their owne nation on the Kings part. Thus floa- 
ting onthe ſeas,and rowing onthe ſeas,now he- 
ther,oow thether,cxpeCting ſome prize worthy 
the attempting, it chaunced that the firſt daye of 
OcQober 15 9 0. beivugat anker in the Ifle of V/e 
attending ſome ſhips paſsing either from Rochel, 
Burwage,or Burdeaux,we dilcoucred carly in the 
morning agreat hulke of Flanders, which tooke 
her courſe tor the Bay of Bornefe, onthe coaſt of 
Poyrours, not far fromthe river of Nannts,wher- 
vpon rowingto the windward of the ſaid hulk, 
Wc 
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wee did beare after her : againſt whome our 
Gunner made diucrs ſhootes, but could neuer 
hither. 

Then I aſhamed at the vatowardnes of the 
faide Gunner, faide openlie, hee was vnwor- 
thie of his office , and that I durſt lay my life 
to hit her the firſt ſhot., which the Captaine 
hearing , demaunded if I would vndertake to 
ſhoote ar her, I anſwered him, that albeit I was 
a ſtranger , and had long continued in miſcra- 
ble capriuitie, yer if hee would accept of my 
ſeruice, I would performe the beſt that in mee 
lay. The Captaine vpon my anſwer, comman- 
ded my chaines to beetaken off, promiſing if I 
did hit her, to giue meemy libertie. 

Being in hope of freedome from this wret- 
chedſcruitude ,.I tooke the Gonners charge in 
hand, and did my. endeuour ſo well (through 
Gods afsiſtance) thatof elcuen ſhots , which I 
did make at her, I hit her with nine, but the 
hulke by the greatnes of the winde, eſcaped 
from out our danger. 

The next day the Captaine. called mee ynto 
him, fayiog, if. I would: willinglic. ſeme- as' a 
Gunner, for-the ſpace of one whole yeare in 
the Galley, I houlde, vpon his credit, have li- 
bertic : which (ſccing no remedic) I. condil- 
cended ynta. | 

Beiog thus atlibertie, I was by the Capraine: 
| viged 


yrged often to goe to Maſe, of whome I re= 

quelted pradon,z roteſting that if I might bee 

Law ed by Cath ient reaſon,and proote from 
whe Word of GOD, that'the Romiſh religi- 
on werethe trucdoQtrine of Chriſt, I would 
gladlic cmbraceis : inthe meanetime{ſ(ceing I 
was yet vtcrlic of another opinion) E beſought 
him to have patience, for that a ſctrled Religion, 
could not ſo flightlic bee remoued ; which hee 
in hope of my conuerſion ( as hee termed it) in 
the ende granted... 

 Wuhiathree daycs after, wee met three En: 
gliſh ſhipsto the ſca-boord of Bel-3lc, havingin 
our companie a. Man of Warre, ſo wee bare 
both of vs aftertheſe three: ſhips, where I. was 
commanded to makea hor, bur perceiuing, that 
I wentynwilliaglic to worke, they — 
mee with their ſv/ords drawne, .threatnin 

I would got ſhoote,they would kill me row og nt- 
lic;:ſaTiſhorarthem; burncuer hit thenr lead che 
Eogliſh ſhips diſcharged{o couragiouſl(c at VS» 
. thatthey compelled ys torecoyle.- © 7 

After thattime, abhortmg to bce made the 

butcher of my native coumreyimen, Tattempted 
all poſsible meancs of eſcape; cither.'t6''the 
Kings (ide, or into England, but fearing to bee ta- 
ken, Idiſcouered my intentro a Caprine \being 
before his thraldome a Captaine 5 called 7s 
pines _y hiin'to lend mce/his boy fot toy 
condut 


endugloatb Cathers Blyy, ſeatiewIeapiite- 
diffRtair fioin "IN WMAR SYS Git'Le Phe anſwered; 
that bris father would fhortlie bring his ran- 
ſome,and thenpromiſedco conuey mee with 
him :ptherwiſe'(faith hee) if you ſhould ef 
cape bythe condu@Aidh of my boy) my mize- 
rieſhould be encreaſed,and myranſome dou- 
bled; with whole perſwaſions, for that time 
fariffied, I waited firter opportunitic. 

::: Within foure'dayes after, there arrined 
artheRiver of Nawts two thirtic ſhips,and 
foure Gallyaſles; which brought three thou- 
fandand fine hundred Spanyards vmo the 
Duke 66|Mestavit /amvoyſt whome' rate 
(being ſekdwerefent Hþto Maurts ro berdlies 
ued; iweallothinkidg & hae wintered there 
with the: Galley +-biit thete-came-ptelentlic 
cormaridemetitſkec ſhoald be'tigged,roear- 
tie: niAficith and Woney to thefartnie: $0 
depatring froth Niles pe carmetochefhins 
boriof Morbien,'thibking to hae fornde the 
armic, but wee vnderſtoo the whole fleets 
were reauwthed Spain fdoite'Blychodres, 
and(woGallyalfes onelie excepteds, hwhich 
wetefg0newBleer | os thike The towne of 
ran to 3 none dt | eric: 


.1Qut Captaine heating theſs newes ,"werit 
«ſhore thenexrimornings'tzking allehe rich 
dition; anew; Hutdied Spaniſh Touldicrs 


s 

with him,whom he conduted totherowne 
of Vannes. W hen they were departed, the 
Lieutenant being left to keepe the Galley, 
with no morethan ſeauen and rwentie, or 
thirne ſouldicrs, Icame ynio- the captiued 
Captaine Le Pyne,and aflured himyithe could 
finde meanes to bteake or widea his mana- 
cles, there was now great likely-hoode of 
his eſcape,with the reſt of the flaues. Le Pyne 
hearing my words,askt counſell of a ſouldier 
inthe Galley, who atte&ed him dearcly, and 
for his ſake willingly conſented to our enter- 
priſc, appointing in his watch to put tallow 
into the touch-holesof all che Calyuers, and 
akterprime them; and I in my watch ſhould 
widen Le Pynes manacles,which accordingly 
I did, purpoſling that wedaeſday moraing, 
beiog the ſcauenth af Nouember laſt, to 

© Our: pretenee in execution; but the wind 
Cem wee referred-its till the next 
night: which ſorced (through Gods ſuffe- 
rauce) toan ha end. 

Yeo onions at, three of the 
clock,I axoſeand called my other compani- 
on,beiagtheProuanſal, with whome hauing 
counſclled of the raatter, I cameto a Macrri- 
ner, which was in the watch, ſaying, I could 
not lcepe, beii i __ 
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day,to which he gladly conſented, the Pro- 
uanſall did the like by the ſouldicr which 
watched in the poope ; ſo ſtaying till wee 
thought cucry man was aſleepe,I came ynto 
Le Pyne bidding him diſpatch , and percci- 
uing there was but one rapier for vs, I fained 
my ſelfe to be verie fick,and cametoa cham- 
ber in the middeſt of the Galley,and demaun- 
dedalitnle Aqua Viee; from whence ſecret- 
ly conueyed the Carpenters axc, and hid it in 
the poope,and comming to Le Pyne ſaid,now 
diſpatch come away orneucr, hee followed 
reſently,and I going before,blew out allthe 
L—_ in the Galley, that none might per- 
ceiue him pace: ſo comming to a Scotſhman, 
who was appoynted to aduertize the other 
flaues bis companions, they ſhould ſuffer no 
ſouldiers that were in theprowe to. paſlc in- 
tothe poope Burarwe palldin the poope, 
Lepinenot being perfeQt 1n the wy es 
at an Iralian called Nicola, who ſodainely 
waking, demaunded who was there ? Ir 1s 
your friend ſaid I. And bcing further que- 
tioned, whether I did watch, I anſwered 
yea, and that I came to ſee, if it were faire 
weather. So comming into the poope, Le 
Pynetooke the rapier,and I the axe, the Pro- 
uvanſall hauing nothing , and ſo I ſtept ynto 
the Licutenantand killed him: Nicolas the I- 
$2 Bz _*__ alian 


"_ _——— 
_ 


® . 
taliah awaking, and ſecing how I ftroke at 
his f]lowes,caught.me in his armes; ſaying, 
Enghſtitraytoryecld,orthou fhak dye, ]. cal-, 
led'Zz Pynero.helppwhothruſtat hyw: which 
heſetinglett me,chinkingto hauc'caiight Le 
Pyne,bix | followed himiſohard, thatattwo 
blows wee feld him ouer bord; Then wee 
ſexypon the veft; and flew thirrcene: of theny 
fome-kpr into the water; and: fours-or flue 
getting into: a boate , called aboord a ſhip 
which was at ah ancker befote-vs, ſaying, 
ſhoote,ſhoote,the {laucs rebell againſt vs. 

- [But T;perceiniogrheir purpole,and fearing, - 
thattheitip would haneſhor ar vs, I got che 
yrons wherewith they binde and vnbinde 
the poore flanes, and gaue themto the Skor, 
ſaying, vnlooſethy lelte, and light .mec-rwo 
Lynt-ſtocks and bring them for ward; ſo ma- 
king the ſlaves haile forward the great can- 
non,and priming the reſt of the peeces, I hal- 
lidto the ſhip, and ſwore, if they in avy wiſe 
a:temptcd to hinder ourlibertie,I would pre- 
ſeatlie ſinke her, and with that ſhewed them © 
my lynt-ſtockes light. 

'They otche ſhip hearing this , and the ter- 
rible noyſe that the ſlaues made in breaking 
off their chaines, anſwered they woulde not 
hindervs : ſo I cutting one of our cables, 
and weyingaucther ancher , made the ſlaues 
rowe 


rowe ourt of the hauen, and being at ſea vn+ 
Jooſed them all: and that night by the help of 
God came to Bel-Ile, where hauing bur 24. 
loaucs of bread, and {mall ſtore of other vit- 
tailes, being 153. ſlaves beſides the Prouan- 
fall, Le Pyne,” and wy felte , wee paſicd the 
time as well as wee could. . I he next mor- 
ning weeſet ſayle,and on Sunday the xi. of 
Noucmb:r brought her into the towne of 
Rochel: where ſheedooth remaine tor the 
Kings vie. 

Caprtaine Le Pyne. being at Rochel , was: 
perſwaded to yoc to the King fora recom- 
pence, and in going was taken bythe Lea- 
guers of Poyters,and my (eltc bcing ſore hurt 
returnedto Roche), and afterwards camc in- 
to England, hauing the Maior and gouernors 
hands to their great Seale. 

Thus did Iby the help of God,cſcape the 
Spaniſh (lauerie, the very Fcenchmen them- 
ſclues bearing norule where the Spaniard is 
inpreſence : they victhemas Dogges , the 
Captaines of the galley hauc beene Italians, 
_ other officers Spaniards,the moſt of their 
galley-ſlaues bauc beene Frenchmen, Flem- 
mings, Scots, and Engliſh . Thus wiſhing 
vnto my countri-men,to be warucd by other 
mens harmes, I end. — 


FINIS. 
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